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I, Leslie Lindsay Smith, hereby certify that this 
correspondence is being deposited with the US Postal Service 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 
the date of my signature. 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application. No fee is 
required. 

In the event Applicant has overlooked the need to request an extension of time, please 
consider this a request for the same. 

Charge or credit Deposit Account No. 50-0842 with any shortage or overpayment of the fees 
associated with this communication. A dupUcate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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In re 

Patent Application of 
Rex M. Bitner et al 
Serial No. 09/813,077 
Filed: March 20, 2001 



I, Leslie Lindsay, hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the US Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Office of 
Initial Patent Examination, Customer Service Center, Washington, 
DC 20231, on jth^date/ftmysiglTMure. 




Signature 



March 9. 2004 



Date of Signature 



Examiner: Marschel, Ardin H. 



"pH DEPENDENT ION EXCHANGE MATRIX 
AND METHOD OF USE IN THE ISOLATION OF 
NUCLEIC ACIDS" 

RESPONSE AND AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 



In the matter of the above-identified application, and in response to the Office Action 
mailed January 29, 2004, Applicants request entry of the amendment, and allowance of the 
claims. 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Amendments to the Abstract begin on page 3 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 4 of this paper. 



